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Comparison and analysis of centralized bidding procurement of essential medicines in
Chinese provinces
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[ Abstract] Objective: To improve the centralized bidding procurement practice of essential medicine in China.
Methods: By using literature review, comparative analysis and field investigation, implementation plans and regula-
tions of the centralized bidding procurement of essential medicines in 30 provinces were collected and analyzed. Re-
sults: There are differences in the operating organization, scope of implementation, purchasing cycle, bidding pro-
curement mode, judgment criteria and other aspects among provinces. Conclusion: The progress of the implementa-
tion of the centralized bidding procurement practice of essential medicine under the request of Document No. 56 of the
State Council differed greatly among the provinces. The government should adhere to the centralized bidding procure-
ment practice of essential medicine, give full play to the advantages of group purchasing, explore approaches of medi-
cal insurance institutions participating in the centralized bidding procurement practice, and perfect the assessment of

drug quality to assure the quality of essential medicine.
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