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China’s participation of global environment and health governance: Opportunities, challenges

and policy recommendation
ZHANG Hai-bin, CHEN Jing-yan
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[ Abstract] China faces opportunities and challenges as well when it participates in global environment and
health governance. Major opportunities are as follows: (1) The convergence between global environment and health
governance’s future trend and China’s environment and health strategies is a strongest incentive to push China to par-
ticipate in global environment and health governance; (2) China can benefit from this participation in term of more
access to international resources; (3) Global environmental and health issues are the areas that can best illustrate
China’s international image as a responsible member; (4) Since global environmental and health governance is still
young, early participation will give China a louder voice in its decision-making. The challenges that China faces are
as follows: (1) Huge pressure from domestic environment and health challenges forces China to be primarily inward-
looking and makes it very hard for the country to keep a high profile in global environment and health governance.
China also faces the increasing international pressure. (2) The lack of global environment and health governance
strategy prevents China from effectively participating in global environment and health governance. (3) “The Grand
Health Outlook” hasn’t been fully established yet in China, leaving much room for improvement. (4) Intellectual sup-
port is inadequate. (5) Some countries have too high expectations of China in terms of its contribution to global envi-
ronmental and health governance. In order to effectively participate in this field, China should undertake coordinated
planning on both the international and domestic scenes, and take some specific policies both at national and interna-

tional level.
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