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[ Abstract] Confronted with many problems such as the aged population, increase in the demand for long-term
care and financial pressure resulted from the previously defective social security system, after years of efforts, Germa-
ny eventually succeeded in putting forward an effective national compulsory long-term care system in 1994. The sys-
tem which is based on the original health insurance system and supports multiple payments involves both local govern-
ments and private organizations. Specific rules are clarified in terms of the insurance relations, application qualifica-
tions, payment conditions and financial mechanism. Shares and contributions of the long-term care have been in-
creased after years of practice. Besides, the number of applicants and beneficiaries is rising. Yet on the other hand,
problems and controversies still exist in service quality, qualifications and contents for application and financial mech-
anism. Germany’s experience in improving the social security system, the quality management of long-term care and
effective control of financial balance serves as a significant reference for China in planning and implementing long-

term care insurance system.
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