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The connotation, properties, policy implications of healthcare service industry
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[ Abstract] The current domestic study on the connotation and properties of health care industry is not thor-
ough. Cognitions on health care industry are inconsistent and the development orientation is not clear either. Based
on the review of theoretical research and policy practice progress of health care industry, this article put forward its
connotation that health care industry is composed of consumer and related producer services which provide health care
services, aiming at maintaining and promoting health, extensively including health care manufacture industry and in-
terrelated service industry. This article analyzed the properties and characteristics of health care industry such as serv-
ice industry, medical and health industry, welfare, industrial economy and public service industry, et al. In conclu-
sion, the policy implications were as follows: development of health care industry should follow the general rules of
service industry and economy industry development. Government should play a leading role in policy regulation.
Meanwhile, it is necessary to make advantages of market mechanism to optimize the distribution of health service re-
sources and the industry structure, and to stimulate the vitality of the industry. Finally, efforts should be made to pro-

mote the development of diversity of health service suppliers.
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