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Health security underpinning. Local practice and future prospect of medical assistance

system construction
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Zhou Enlai School of Government, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China

[ Abstract] The medical assistance system is the last line of defense of the medical security system. Based on the
actual situation of a county, this paper summarizes the development characteristics of medical assistance system from three
aspects of policy support, urban and rural integration, and classification and implementation. The health security system
underpinning policy plays an important role in increasing the accessibility of medical services to the vulnerable people,
providing the necessary conditions for their health recovery, reducing the medical burden of their families, and alleviating
the vulnerability to poverty. This research discovered that there are four major problems that are affecting the medical as-
sistance system such as policy implementation deviation, lower proportion of assistance and relief, narrow financing chan-
nel, and the poverty level and vulnerability are difficult to alleviate. In view of this, this paper puts forward the counter-

measures such as strengthening the economic basis of the system to further improve the medical assistance system.
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