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[ Abstract] Objective: To investigate the current situation of drug supply and determinants of drug shortage in
primary health institutions in Anhui province. Methods: Primary health institutions in Anhui province were selected as
the main research subjects. One hundred and six (106) primary health institutions from three areas/districts in Anhui
province namely northern Anhui, Central Anhui, and Southern Anhui were selected with stratified random sampling as
the first sample, and 54 pharmaceutical producing enterprises and 62 pharmaceutical trading enterprises were selected
with convenience sampling method as the second sample. The survey was conducted by issuing questionnaires to record
views of the respondents to help understand the current situation of drug supply from the first sample and the main de-
terminants and solutions of drug shortage from two samples. Results: 13% of the primary health institutions still suffer
from serious shortage of drug supply; the drug distribution rate varies greatly between units, and 19% of the primary
health institutions have a drug distribution rate below 70% , and all primary health institution within the scope of inves-
tigation experienced drug shortages. The frequency of choices of determinants of drug shortage were in sequence of or-
der: drug demand instability (19.20% ), drugs have a new and higher profit alternative (15.94% ), etc. ; The fre-
quency of choices of solutions of drug shortage of primary health institution were in sequence of order: to improve the
national list of essential medicines (12.78% ), appropriate improvement in efficacy the low-priced varieties (with cura-
tive effect) (12.03% ), etc. Conclusions; Primary health institutions suffer from drug shortage issue widely, and the
reasons for the shortage of drugs are more complicated ; the government should continue to implement relevant policies,

comprehensively improving the primary health institution drug supply mechanisms in all to prevent drug shortages.
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