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The effect of new rural cooperative medical system on the health service utilization in rural eld-

erly : Based on analysis among elderly and younger aged people
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[ Abstract] We used data from China Nutrition and Health Survey (CHNS) to empirically analyze the effect of
new rural cooperative medical system (NRCMS) on health service utilization in rural elderly and younger aged peo-
ple. From the perspective of age heterogeneity of the elderly, this paper has re-investigated the implementation per-
formance of NRCMS. The study found that rate of medical care in rural younger aged patients increased by 9.45% in
2011 compared to the percentage we had in 2000. In contrast, this index for the elderly dropped by 13.38% for the
same concern. The econometric model showed that the NRCMS has significantly increased the consumption of medical
services and preventive healthcare for rural younger aged people, but this impact is not significant when effected on
elderly. Tt indicated that NRCMS policy is not obvious in improving medical accessibility factor for the most vulnera-
ble groups and economic factors may still be limiting the access to medical services for the rural elderly in China.
Therefore , the government should continue to improve the NRCMS policy to focus on most vulnerable groups in rural
areas in order to increase financial protection for the rural elderly which is the most vulnerable group on health and e-

conomy in rural China, especially when the fall sick.
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