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[ Abstract] Objectives: The study aims at assessing the impacts of separating drug sales from medical service
pilots on prescription behavior and medical expense in pilot tertiary hospitals of Beijing. Methods: Taking the ische-
mic heart disease as example, a comparative study considering pre-and post-controls was designed to explore the
changes in the use of hospital services by inpatients. The intervention group consisted of five pilot hospitals; and the
control group was constituted by other non-pilot tertiary hospitals. For both groups, the pre-intervention occurred dur-
ing the period from January 1st, 2011 to July 1st, 2012 while the intervention took place from July 2nd, 2012 to De-
cember 31st, 2014. Data were collected from Beijing Medical Insurance Sampling Database during the period from
2011 to 2014. The difference-in-differences model was employed during analysis and in-depth interviews with the di-
rectors of two different hospitals of different rankings ( Pilot and non-pilot) to explore possible potential impact of the
policy of separating drug sales from medical service pilots on the evaluation indicators including possible incentives to
both hospitals and physicians. Results; In terms of hospitalization expenses for inpatients with ischemic heart disease
and compared with non-pilot hospitals, the reform considerably decreased the expenses for traditional Chinese medi-
cine. Meanwhile, the expenses of laboratory tests also declined, and the cost of comprehensive services significantly
increased, while there was no significant change in the expenses of western medicine. The proportion of Traditional
Chinese Medicine cost decreased by 3. 73% ; while comprehensive service cost proportion increased by 2. 58%.
There was no significant change in the proportion of laboratory and clinical treatment expenses. Conclusions: The pol-

icy of separating drug sales from medical service pilots has changed the income structures of pilot hospitals, decreased
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the drug expenses and increased the diagnosis and treatment expenses, and proved little the impact of the policy on

the total hospitalization costs and inpatient’s out-of-pocket payments. Based on the existing health insurance payment

and hospital income distribution systems, the policy couldn’t change the doctors’ wrong incentives to provide excessive

services. Therefore, strengthening the internal management of hospitals and strictly controlling performance indicators

have a certain role in regulating the behavior of doctors.
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