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[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the contents, features and trends of private health institutions in deepening
the healthcare system reform in order to provide reference for the future improvements and implementation of private
health institutions’ social medical policies. Methods: This study considered 39 private health institutions which were
promulgated at the national level between 2009 and 2017 as research objects. Based on the classification of policy
tools and instruments of Rothwell and Zegveld, a policy analysis framework was constructed. This paper encoded and
classified the contents of the policies, and analyzed the use of policy tools and instruments. Results: Private health
institutions’ policies related to social medical treatment were mainly promulgated before 2015. Since the deepening of
healthcare system reform, environmental policy tools and instruments have been mostly used where the proportions of
77.29% were obtained in terms of their utilization, followed by supply-side with 13.56% and 9. 15% for the de-
mand-side policy tools and instruments. In 2009, only the environmental policy tools and instruments (83.33% ) and
the demand-side ones (16.67% ) were used. From 2010 to 2015, the proportion of environmental policy tools and
instruments first showed an increasing trend and then declined, while both of the supply-side and demand-side ones
showed an opposite trend. From 2016 to 2017, environmental policy tools and instruments accounted for as much as
92% . Conclusion: It has been observed that the existing private health institutions mainly based on environmental

policy tools and instruments which are recommended optimization in the future. The application of supply-side and
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demand-side policy tools and instruments still needs to be strengthened.

[ Key words] Private health institutions; Policy instruments; Policy analysis
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