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Decision-making of medical insurance for self-employed based on the data of CLDS 2012 Ra-

tional choice or institutional segmentation?
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[ Abstract] China has built a multi-level and universal coverage medical insurance system. However, with the
development of Internet economy, the differentiation and expansion of self-employed lead to different decision-making of
medical insurance. It is found that the forms of insurance purchase varies, but some of them have not any type of medi-
cal insurance. The prevalence of illness over the past two weeks, income levels and subjective class status has signifi-
cant impact on decisions-making of medical insurance. By contrast, the effect of segmentation of medical insurance sys-
tem is stronger. It is worth noting that the decision for non-manual self-employed follows the logic of rational choice,
and the institutional factor plays an important role in the behavior of manual self-employed. Thereby, the integration and

development of medical insurance system should be based on fairness and supplemented by the principle of efficiency.
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