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A household survey on the situation of drug use and storage in families in sichuan Province
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[ Abstract] Objective: From the perspective of demand side, to analyse the situation of the accessibility of
drugs and antibiotics use in families in Sichuan Province under the background of the implementation of new medical
reform. Methods: Refer to the manual for the Household Survey to Measure Access and Use of Medicines recommen-
ded by the World Health Organization, We selected Chengdu, Mianyang, Neijiang, Nanchong, Guang’an and Ba-
zhong six cities from Sichuan Province as the survey area and selected 180 households from two urban areas, two sub-
urban areas and two rural areas in each selected city to conduct a questionnaire survey. We collected the data of the
drug use and storage in families and did a statistical analysis on the collected data. Results: On the whole, a total of
1 103 valid questionnaires were collected. There were 458 households that reported having had acute illness( es) in
the previous 2 weeks, and there were 521 households that reported had a chronic diseases. More than 90% of the pa-
tients with acute and chronic conditions received medical treatment, and the average monthly expenditure of used
drug for the surveyed families was 334. 33 yuan, which accounting for 9. 3% of the total monthly household expendi-
ture. Less than 20% of households with acute or chronic diseases received medical insurance reimbursement. 40. 1%
of patients with acute condition used antibiotics, and 47. 5% of the used antibiotics were from public medical institu-
tions. 79.7% of the surveyed families kept drugs at their home, and the proportion of families with drugs at home in
the rural areas was lower than that in the urban and suburban areas. Conclusions; the accessibility of drugs in fami-
lies in Sichuan Province was better under the background of the implementation of new medical reform and the afford-

ability of drugs for acute and chronic condition was good. However, the level of medical insurance reimbursement and
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the rational use of antibiotics in families need to be improved continuously.

[ Key words] New health reform; Household survey; Access to drugs; Antibiotic
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