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[ Abstract] Objective: This study investigates whether the new medical reform conducted by the government of
China does reduce the medical burden and medical elasticity of urban and rural residents. Methods: The medical bur-
den level is measured by the expenditure-to-income ratio, and this paper adopts univariate statistical test, cross sec-
tional OLS regression and panel effect model regression to further analyze of the data. Results; The new medical re-
form has not only effectively reduced the medical burden level and medical elasticity for urban residents, but also
played an important role in restraining the growth of the medical elasticity for rural residents. In addition, the de-
crease of the medical burden and medical elasticity for urban residents is mainly reflected in the eastern and central
developed regions. Conclusions; Relevant institutions should further analyze the root causes of the differences resulted
from the implementation of the new medical reform in various areas, so as to better deepen the reform of China’s med-

ical system comprehensively, and effectively solve the problem of expensive medical services.
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