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Structural equation model of the influencing factors of the medical behavior of floating elderly
population

GUO Jing, DAI Ying, FU Lin-Lin, YANG Hong-ling, LIU Ling-lin

Institute of Health Sciences, School of Sociology and Population Study, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872,
China

[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the influencing factors of the medical behavior of floating elderly population
and explore the relationship between those factors. Methods: Based on the Andersen’s behavioral model of health serv-
ices as the theoretical framework, the structural equation model is used to analyze the influencing factors of medical
behavior by the aspects of floating elderly population’s medical tendency, medical resources and medical needs. Re-
sults;: The sample consists of 12153 subjects. This paper uses questionnaire consisting of the “treatment of minor ill-
ness” and “whether to participate in physical examination” to measure the medical behavior. The results show that
45.45% of the floating elderly population choose to see a doctor when they get minor illness, but only 39.64% of
them have participated in physical examination within a year. The structural equation modelfits well, with RMESA =
0.032, CFI1=0.975, and TLI =0.951. The direct effect of “medical resources” on “medical behavior” is 0.29,
and the indirect effect through the “medical needs” is 0.018. “Medical needs” have a direct effect of 0.091 on the
“medical behavior”. Conclusions: The initiative of floating elderly population in health seeking is poor, therefore the
health education which is suitable for them is needed to improve their level of health awarenessand establish positive
medical treatment behaviors. The medical resources have a great impact on the medical behavior of floating elderly
population. Hence it is necessary to promote the implementation of the urban and rural medical insurance to meet the

healthy needs of floating elderly population and improve their health.
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