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Study on the effect of catastrophic disease medical assistance on Health Poverty Alleviation un-
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[ Abstract] Objective: To compare the effect of policy implementation before and after the transformation of the
policy of medical assistance for catastrophic diseases in Hubei province, Area A, and provide reference and sugges-
tions for the improvement of the same policy. Methods: During the period of 2013 and 2016, institutional and field
surveys were conducted in Hubei province, Area A, aimed at collecting information about the hospitalization fee com-
pensation, assistance situation and family income of patients diagnosed with catastrophic diseases. t The implementa-
tion of medical assistance was analyzed by descriptive statistics and chi-square test methods in the depiction of suitable
medical treatment for catastrophic diseases. Results: After switching to the fee-based model, the benefit rate of 13.2%
recorded in 2016 was not effectively increased compared to that of 2013 (12.2% ), and the actual assistance level was
still limited. The financial aid rate and upper limit within the scope of the policy for people who suffer poverty caused
by illness have been adjusted and showed a decreasing trend after adjustment, which made the actual assistance level
lower. Conclusion; After the coverage of catastrophic disease medical assistance is expanded, patients still suffer from
heavy economic burden of diseases, which induce a certain level of poverty. The economic burden and level of the
family’s financial capabilities should be comprehensively considered to make the medical assistance for catastrophic dis-

ease more targeted and appropriately improve the level of medical assistance for those major and severe diseases.
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