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Impact of medical service accessibility on the health of the elderly: Analysis based on CLHLS data
QIU Yu-lin, RAN Xiao-xing
School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

[ Abstract] This paper is aimed at analyzing the impacts of medical service accessibility on the health of the eld-
erly based on the 2014 data of CLHLS in China, using OLS regression model. The study results showed that medical
service accessibility has a significant positive impact on the health of the elderly, and the regression results passed the
robustness test. After solving the endogenous problem with instrumental variable method, the results were still robust.
On this basis, the influencing factors of medical service accessibility were discussed. From the perspective of demand
side, the lack of money or being broke is the main reason for the inaccessibility to medical services. From the supply
side, the household-to-hospital location restricts the access to medical services. Further analysis found that access to
medical services had a more significant impact on the elderly with low income and on those who live far from medical
institutions. Mediating effect model was constructed to explore the influence mechanism of medical service accessibility
on the health of the elderly, and it was found that physical examination can play a part of mediating role in terms of
medical service consumption. Therefore, some suggestions were put forward such as to improve economic and spatial ac-

cessibility of medical services and attach great attention to the utilization of physical examination services.
[ Key words] Aging of population; Medical service; Accessibility; Health
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