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Policy evolution and development logic of long-term care service in China
ZHU Zhen-yu
School of Labor and Human Resources, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China

[ Abstract] The problem of long-term care for disabled groups, especially the disabled elderly, has gradually
become prominent in China. Since the founding of New China, the long-term care service policy underwent four sta-
ges of evolution and development including the initial exploration in the embryonic period, exploration and transfor-
mation in the cultivation period, regular development in the policy vision period, and blowout development in the sys-
tem improvement period respectively. The orientation of long-term care service system has changed from dependent to
independent type, from basic protection to empowerment and independence, from complementary to inclusive type,
and from ordinary to special type. In addition, the degree of socialization and local elderly support had been continu-
ously improving. This paper suggests that, while grasping the logic of service development, the concept and orientation
of long-term care service be correctly explained, and the long-term care service system should be established and im-
proved. However, this requires the cooperation of the state, society, market and family, and a constant improvement of

the service accuracy and/or quality together with the promotion of informal long-term care service development.
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