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[ Abstract] Objective: To explore the effect of the hierarchical medical system implementation which is based
on single disease payment on guiding the rational flow of inpatients,and to analyze the main factors influencing the se-
lection of medical institutions by inpatients within the range of the policy. Methods; The New Rural Cooperative Med-
ical Scheme (NRCMS) hospitalized patients in Weiyuan, Gansu Province, were selected as research subjects. The
changes in the choice of medical institutions for inpatients before and after the policy were compared, and the logistic
regression was used to analyze factors influencing the hospitalized patients’ selection behavior within township-level
graded medical diagnosis and treatment. Results: After the implementation of disease-based hierarchical medical sys-
tem, the proportion of inpatients choosing township-level medical institutions underwent an upward trend, and the
proportion of patients who selected county-level medical institutions gradually declined. The rate of inpatients in the
county reached 89.69% in 2016 and their flow within graded medical diagnosis tends to be rational. The age, dis-
ease type, location, and health service capacity were all found to be the key factors affecting the flow of inpatients in

the township-level hospitals. Conclusions: The hierarchical medical system which is based on single disease payment
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has played a positive role in guiding the flow of inpatients within the range of the policy. Formulating a reasonable

graded medical diagnosis and treatment of diseases and improving the capacity of primary medical institutions is the

key to ensuring the positive role of policies.

[ Key words] Single disease payment; Hierarchical medical system; Inpatients; Patient flow
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