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Study on the factors influencing the essential medicine used in tertiary public hospitals of Anhui
province based on the theory of planned behavior

ZHOU Xin, ZHANG Xue-ting, HU Xu, XIE Xue-feng

School of Pharmacy, Anhui Medical University, Hefei Anhui 230032, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To explore the important influencing factors affecting physician’s essential medicine pre-
scription in tertiary public hospitals, and to provide reference for the successful implementation of the theory of
planned behavior on essential medicine in those target hospitals. Methods: Taking the physician as a research object
in a tertiary public hospital in Anhui Province, and based on the theory of planned behavior, Statistical analysis was
performed using descriptive analysis, multiple regression analysis, and path analysis to depict the factors influencing
the essential medicine prescription. Results: The relationship between income change and abolished medicine mark-
ups played an important role in the behavioral attitude of physicians in the prescription of essential medicine; the de-
gree of publicity was of great importance in the subjective norms (SNs) of the essential medicine system; the price of
essential medicines contributed in the perceived behavioral control (PBC) ; the degree of support for the essential
medicine system greatly influenced the behavior intention ( BI) ; and the performance evaluation proportion of priority
medicine prescription greatly positively affected the actual behavior. Conclusions: Adjusting the income structure of
physicians, improving the compensation mechanism, increasing the popularization and supporting the essential medi-
cine system in the hospital will improve the rate of essential medicine utilization in tertiary hospitals and promote a

smooth implementation of the essential medicine system in urban medical institutions.
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