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The impact of separating drug sales from medical services on medical resource utilization and
medical expense in Beijing. Take inpatients with ischemic heart disease for example
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[ Abstract] Objective: To know about the situation of implementing the separation of drug sales from medical
services in public hospital in Beijing, and evaluate the impacts of the reform on medical resources utilization. Meth-
ods: This paper used the 2016—2017 Data from Beijing sampled claim database. The interrupted time series (ITS)
design was mainly employed to evaluate the changes in medical services utilization and expenses among patients with
ischemic heart disease. Results: The changing of the hospitalization expenses, insurance expenses and out-of-pocket
expenses showed no significant difference. The western medicine expenses (P <0.001) showed a decreasing trend.
The expenses charged to hospitalized patients for imaging examination decreased, especially for the large-scale medi-
cal equipment where it was noticed a significant decrease (P <0.05). The medical service expenditure greatly in-
creased (P <0.001). For the outpatient, the total expenses and medicine expenses had greatly decreased (P <
0.05). Conclusions: The 2017 comprehensive policy of the separation of drug sales from medical services exerted a
great change on the income structures of pilot hospitals, whereby the drug expenses underwent a decreasing trend and
the treatment service expenses showed a slight increase. And there was a potentially unintended increase in medical

disposable material expenses.

[ Key words] Separation between medical and pharmaceutical seruces; The comprehensive reform; Health serv-
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