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International experience and enlightenment of family-based joint-insurance in the Basic Medi-
cal Insurance System for Urban Employees

DANG Si-qi, SHI Wen-kai
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[ Abstract] Based on the characteristics of medical-cost risk spill over from individual to a family of people,
most countries have integrated the family-based joint-insurance into the medical insurance system, so as to achieve
the purpose of the family as a decentralized risk unit. Germany has implemented statutory social medical insurance,
but the principle of “social state” and the concept of solidarity and mutual assistance do affect the path of medical in-
surance system in this country. Employees’ family members can automatically get registered for the medical insurance
system and enjoy the same medical benefits thereof and free of charge, thus forming the “family common insurance
model”. In other parts of the world, Singapore, for example, has implemented a compulsory Medisave account sys-
tem, and the Confucian culture has a profound impact on Singapore’s “family-based” values. By expanding the func-
tion and range of Medisave account, Singapore has formed a “family-shared account model” of medical insurance.
Accounting for international experience, a family-based joint-insurance is an inevitable requirement for the develop-
ment of medical insurance system, and it is, in turn, affected by the model of national medical security system. Con-
sidering this international experience of family-based joint-insurance and China’s current situation of basic medical in-
surance system, this paper proves that the family-based joint-insurance constitutes an optimal path, which means
China’s basic medical insurance for urban employees should amend the operating system of their individual accounts
in terms of insurance benefits. Nonetheless, insured workers’ family members should also be included within the
workers” medical insurance so as to promote the integration of the joint-insurance system, and enhance the ability of

families to withstand and prevent the risk of higher medical expenses.

[ Key words)] Basic medical insurance; Family-based joint-insurance; Social medical insurance; Individual

account; international experience
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