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Research on the willingness to pay for the serious illness insurance among urban residents in Shanghai
LI Jie-ying, TIAN Wen-hua, CAO Xin-jun, GAO Xiao-jin
School of Social Development and Public Policy, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To explore the willingness of Shanghai urban residents to pay for the Serious Illness In-
surance and its influencing factors. Methods; Through cluster sampling method, a questionnaire survey was conduc-
ted among 1000 residents of the central district in Shanghai, getting 888 valid returns, with an effective recovery rate
of 88.8% . The willingness to pay and its influencing factors were analyzed by descriptive statistics, one-way analysis
of variance and Ordered Logistic Regression in STATA13. Results: Results have shown that 45. 7% of respondents
had a high willingness to pay (WTP) ; 30.9% had a medium WTP; and 23.4% had a low WTP, respectively. Peo-
ple’ s cognition of the current Serious Illness Insurance is the most significant determinant of their willingness to pay.
Other factors of high influence were education, household size, chronic diseases and periodic health checkups. Con-
clusions: Generally speaking, Shanghai urban residents have the willingness to pay extra insurance premium for the
Serious Illness Insurance. Under the premise of strengthening policy propaganda and enhancing residents’ awareness
and recognition of the catastrophic disease insurance mechanism, the Serious Illness Insurance in Shanghai possesses

the basis for coverage expansion and reimbursement improvement by adopting self-financing and personal payment.
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