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Study on the influence of negotiation and payment policy for the innovative drugs of hepatitis C and
access to medical insurance on medical expenses

FENG Yu-xuan, WEI Xia, YANG Li

School of Public Health, Peking University, Beijing 100191, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the impact of negotiation and payment Policy for Innovative Drugs of Hepatitis
C and medical insurance access on the total medical expenses per capita in Tianjin and Chengdu, to explore the
differences and reasons for the policy effects among the two places, and to provide evidence for the payment method of
other types of innovative drugs after national price negotiation and reformulation. Methods: The medical records of all
hepatitis C patients from a designated hospital in Tianjin from May 2014 to October 2018 and medical insurance data
from January 2016 to June 2019 in Chengdu were collected. The interruption time series was used to measure the
changes in total medical expenses per capita after the implementation of the Innovative Drug Policies in Tianjin and
Chengdu. Results: In Tianjin, the total expenses per capita dropped by 7 753. 43RMB, Drug costs per capita
dropped by 5718.34RMB and other expenses per capita dropped by 2035.09RMB (p <0.01) immediately after the
implementation of the Tianjin Innovative Drugs Policy. On the contrary, total expenses per capita increased instanta-
neously by 6 680.78RMB (p <0.01), Drug costs per capita increased by 6917. 20RMB (p <0.01) and other ex-
penses per capita dropped by 318. 88RMB per month (p <0.01) after the policy in Chengdu. Conclusions: The im-
plementation of medical insurance policies for innovative drugs is affected by many factors, and the negotiations con-
ducted by medical insurance agencies are one of the factors driving the decline in medical costs. The implementation
of the capitation policy has significantly reduced the examinations and diagnosis costs. It is hence suggested to carry
out national negotiations for innovative drugs, to promote the implementation of capitation-based or value-based or ef-
ficacy-based payment reforms for chronic disease outpatients under the condition that the amount to be paid for the in-
novative drugs should be unified across the country, and to formulate the supporting policies that properly ensure the

effective implementation of the innovative drugs policies.
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