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[ Abstract] As the health-level of the Chinese population continues to improve, the gap in health equity among
Chinese elderly has been increasing as an objective reality and may even keep increasing if uncontrolled, and social de-
terminants that affect health equity are often changing dynamically. On the basis of clearly defining elderly health equi-
ty according to the WHO’ s conceptual framework of Social Determinants of Health (SDH) , this paper analyzed the so-
cial determinants of health equity among elderly in China. The results demonstrate that, based on the recognition of tra-
ditional social determinants of elderly health, current important determinants of health equity for the elderly include
macro-level health policy for the elderly; migration of the elderly due to urbanization and death cognition; individual
level post-retirement work and social participation; and the degree of age-friendliness daily living environments and
health service systems such as the equity of the allocation of health resources for the elderly, the equity of the availabili-
ty and utilization of related services by the elderly, and their importance to the community ; and the ability of the elderly
to respond to major public health events. For policy-making reference, it is necessary to further strengthen the under-

standing and evaluation of health equity of the elderly, to take multiple measures and multiple considerations to narrow
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the gap in the health equity of elderly, and to improve the degree of age-friendliness of daily living environments and

health service systems in order to achieve the goal of all-round, full life cycle health equity among the elderly in China.

[ Key words] Elderly health equity; Social determinants of health; Countermeasure
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