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Innovation and diffusion in grassroots government: An example of integration of basic medical
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[ Abstract] The comprehensive deepening of reform requires the grassroots to explore the original and differenti-
ated reforms. This article analyzes the process of integration of Urban and Rural Residents’ Basic Medical Insurance
in various provinces of China. It was found that the policy diffusion within the provinces can be divided into two
modes: top-down diffusion and the bottom-up diffusion. A three-dimensional research framework was constructed in-
volving the institutional structure, external environment and innovation implementation, respectively. Taking as ex-
amples the 13 provinces that spontaneously integrated basic medical insurance for urban and rural residents during the
period from 2007 to 2016, the path of the two policy diffusion models was analyzed using the method of fuzzy set qual-
itative comparative analysis. This paper summarizes the policy diffusion modes and their respective path characteris-

tics in different regions, and provides suggestions for government innovation at all levels.
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