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[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the time changing trends of the funding level, structure, differences and in-
fluencing factors of medical schools in the eastern, central and western regions of China from 1998 to 2017, and pro-
vide evidence and suggestions for the formulation of macroeconomic policies for medical education. Methods: The lev-
el and structure of funding per institution, and the level and index of funding per student of medical schools in the
eastern, central and western regions were firstly described, and then the Gini coefficient and Theil index were used to
analyze the degree and source of differences in the average funding of healthcare institutions in the three regions. Fi-
nally, a regression model of the per-student funding of the regional samples was established. Results; The funding in-
come of medical schools in the three regions showed increasing trends, and the eastern region was much higher than
others. The financial appropriation was 40 ~70% of the average funding per school, was the largest source of fun-
ding, and the business income was the second largest source of funding. The equity of funding per student in the
three regions was relatively good. Over the years, the differences that were observed between the eastern and central
regions mainly came from within groups, while the differences between groups in western region showed a steady in-

crease in recent years. The per student expenditure index indicated that China’s health education funding may have a
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relatively low utilization rate. The regression results showed that per capita GDP and tertiary industry share ratio have

a significant positive impact on the funding per student, while the size of school students is the opposite. Conclu-

sions ; Health education in different regions of China has its own characteristics ; therefore, when making policies, the

targeted management thinking should be tailor-suited and constructed.
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