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of China

ZHAO Jun, DING Xue, CHEN Yong-chao, WANG Fang

Institute of Medical Information, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, Beijing 100020, China

[ Abstract] Objective: To understand the progress and existing problems in practices of hierarchical Maternal
and Child Health System (MCH System) in some areas of China. Methods: Thematic framework method was used to
analyze the policy practices from six aspects of leadership and governance, service provision, financing and payment,
human resources in healthcare, medical products supply, and information sharing related to the hierarchical MCH
System in Changzhou of Jiangsu, Shanghai, Chengdu Sichuan, Shijiazhuang of Hebei. Results: Different MCH serv-
ices were selected to implement hierarchical services in the survey areas. The functions and division of MCH service
institutions at all level was clarified through administrative regulations. Multiple forms of collaboration relationship
were established to enhance coordination among institutions. The mechanisms of financing and medical insurance pay-
ment was modified to influence patients’ health seeking behavior. Promotion of grass-roots health service provision
capability and regional health information sharing was also emphasized as an important measure of the policy prac-
tices. Conclusions: The responsibilities of MCH service institutions should be further clarified according to local con-
ditions. Comprehensive measures should be taken to promote the capability service among primary healthcare institu-
tions. Long-term mechanism of collaboration among institutions should be improved. An interconnected MCH infor-

mation sharing platform should be established through an overall planning that has to be made.
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