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[ Abstract] Objective: To summarize the characteristics and evolution rules of Maternal and child health
(MCH) - related policies by collecting and analyzing the policy documents related to MCH since China’s reform and
opening up, so as to provide reference for the formulation and development of MCH policies in the future. Methods
Content analysis, bibliometrics and system clustering methods were used to collect the policy documents related to
maternal and child health in China, the thesauri were compiled, the government-keyword biparties networks were
drawn, and the subject words clustering was done. Results: Since the reform and opening up, the government has
been paying more and more attention to MCH, and the societal participation in this field has increased significantly.
In the past 40 years, the MCH governance concept saw rapid development which kept the pace of times and is orien-
ted by health needs. The themes of promotion of family planning practice and prevention/treatment of child diseases
are long-standing key points of the leading government today, but the specific contents centered on MCH policies in
different periods are different, and the cooperation of multiple departments promoted the deepening, refinement and

implementation of relevant policies.
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