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[ Abstract] Using the data of 2014 China Longitudinal Aging Social Survey ( CLASS) , this paper explores the
influence of pension gap on the elderly health in China and its internal mechanism. Based on a counterfactual analysis
framework , the generalized promotion regression model shows that the pension gap between different pension systems
does not generate an obvious difference in the elderly health, while the pension gap within a pension system leads to
a significant difference in health value. The Analysis of Moment Structures ( AMOS) model shows that the pension of
government-affiliated institutions enlarges the inequality of pension expenditure and then reduces the health level of
the elderly, while the basic pension insurance for urban and rural residents has the opposite effect. In this paper, we
suggest that China should put forward specific policies and measures to narrow the pension gap within the same pen-

sion system and reduce the unequal expenditure in such pension system.
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