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[ Abstract] Objective;: This work aimed to analyze the distribution characteristics of China’s DRG policy
(2009—2011) in dimensions including objectives, tools and strength, so as to provide references for the optimization
of China’s DRG policy system. Methods: Via content analysis and quantitative analysis methods, a three-dimensional
framework based on policy objectives, policy tools and policy strength was developed, which was used to perform
multi-dimensional classification and cross-comparison analysis on national level DRG policy items. Results: A total of
74 policy texts were included in this study to generate 553 policy text codes. The frequency of DRG policy on data
standardization, performance evaluation, medical insurance payment and fund supervision was respectively 226
(40.87% ), 60 (10.85% ), 159 (28.75% ) and 108 (19.53% ) ; supply-based, environmental and demand-based
policy tools respectively accounted for 23. 15% (128/553), 58.95% (326/553) and 17.90% (99/553) of the to-
tal ; the average strength score of China’s DRG policy was 2.959. Conclusions: Our findings revealed an imbalance in
the basic policy tools of DRG, and therefore its internal structure requires optimization. In addition, a lack of synergy
was found among policy objectives, suggesting that the linkage among policy items should be reinforced to increase
the synergistic effects of policy objectives. Meanwhile, the overall policy strength was found to be relatively weak,
and incompatibility was identified among policy objectives, policy tools and policy strength. Efforts should be made to

strengthen inter-departmental collaboration so as to increase policy strength.
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