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Research on the establishment and suitability of an assessment tool for demand-based integra-
tion of county-level health services in China
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[ Abstract] Objective: To establish a tool for assessing the extent of demand-based integration of county-level
health services in China and verify its suitability. Methods; Based on previous research results of our group, a patient
questionnaire was developed regarding the integration of county-level health services. A field survey was carried out in
D County of Henan Province. The exploratory factor analysis, Spearman rank correlation, Cronbach’s a coefficient and
other tests were used to test the reliability and validity. Results: Four common factors were extracted which included
twelve items, and the cumulative contribution rate was 73.16% . The factor loads of all items were greater than 0.4 only for
their common factor. Spearman correlation coefficients were generally greater than 0.5. The overall Cronbach’sacoefficient
and the Cronbach’sacoefficients of the common factors were generally greater than 0.7. Conclusions: The established as-
sessment tool for demand-based integration of county-level health services primarily consisted of four dimensions ( serv-
ice coordination and continuity, patients’ medical preference, availability of health services, service acceptability and
patient/family participation) , and included eight elements and twelve items. This assessment tool should have a certain

level of suitability for evaluating the current integration of county-level health services in China.

[ Key words] Integration of health services; Assessment tool; Reliability; Validity; County healthcare alli-

ances; Integrated healthcare system
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