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[ Abstract] Objective: To explore the impact of childhood family dysfunction to the elderly depression tenden-
cy, and its relative contribution, cumulative effect and mechanisms. Methods: Based on the data of China Health and
Retirement Longitudinal Survey in 2014 and 2018, Shapley value decomposition method was used to identify the key
impact factors of the elderly depression tendency in people’s early life stage. Mediation and moderating effect analysis
were used to study the relationship among adult socioeconomic status, childhood family dysfunction and the elderly
depression tendency. Results: long-term bedridden, physical disability and mental disorder of female caregiver,
parent’s violent treatment, witnessing frequent quarrel between parents, and domestic violence of father towards moth-
er during one’s childhood all had positive effects on the elderly depression tendency. Long-term bedridden of child-

hood female caregiver had the greatest contribution to the elderly depression tendency, which was followed by the wit-
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ness of domestic violence of father towards mother, and then the mental disorder of childhood female caregiver. A cu-
mulative effect of childhood family dysfunction was found on the elderly depression tendency: the more types of child-
hood family dysfunctions experienced, the more serious the elderly depression tendency. The number of types of fami-
ly dysfunction in childhood can affect the degree of the elderly depression tendency via socioeconomic status. Further-
more, an increase in the number of years of education would weaken the impact of the number of childhood family
dysfunction types on the elderly depression tendency. Conclusions: Ensuring the normal functioning of childhood fam-
ily should be key to improving the mental health of the elderly. It is recommended that effective assistance should be

provided to children experiencing family dysfunctions, so as to alleviate their future depression tendency in the the

elderly.

[ Key words] Childhood family dysfunction; Depression tendency; Impact contribution; Cumulative effect; In-

fluence mechanism
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