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The historical path, evolution logic and future prospect of China’s medical security supervi-
sion: Based on the analysis of historical institutionalism
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[ Abstract] Based on the analysis of China’s medical security supervision policy texts since the founding of
People’s Republic of China, this work divides the evolution of our medical security supervision policy into four peri-
ods: the decentralized and independent supervision period, the initial centralized supervision period, the integrated
exploration supervision period and the centralized diversified supervision period. Furthermore, this paper summarizes
the characteristics of each stage of supervision from three levels: subject, content and mode of supervision. On this
basis, historical institutionalism theory is used to examine the evolution process of medical security supervision. It is
found that macroscopic policy changes, the renewal of political variables and the transition of government functions
provide structural motivation for the evolution of medical security supervision, and path dependence and key nodes
play an important role in the historical dimension of the evolution of medical security supervision. In the future, it is
suggested that China’s medical security supervision should improve the independence of supervising agencies, empha-
size the concept of risk supervision and service supervision, strengthen the collaborative supervision mechanism, and

strive to build intelligent medical security supervision.
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