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[ Abstract] Urban Health Equity Assessment and Response Tool ( Urban HEART) was developed by World
Health Organization to address health inequity problems among and within cities. This tool provides a fair perspective
for health policy makers, decision makers and planners of cities, comprehensively and objectively presents the local
health related situations, and assists in formulating intervention measures suitable to different regions. Nowadays,
Urban HEART has been applied in over 100 cities. Key experience in its practice includes: thorough cooperation of
stakeholders, strong political will, localized indicators and the establishment of a long-term effective mechanism.
Urban HEART takes “assessment, response, policy and implementation” as a cycle to achieve repeatedly improved
health outcomes and equity. Via literature review, this paper introduced the content of the Urban HEART, elaborated
and compared cases of its actual application, and summarized the practice experience and challenges of its
implementation in various cities, which should provide references for the construction of healthy cities and the resolu-

tion of health inequity problems in China.
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