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Integration of medical care and preventionin primary health care system: Construction of con-
ceptual framework and measurement index system
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[ Abstract] Objective: This study aims to construct a conceptual framework for the integration of medical serv-
ices and prevention services, design an index system for measuring the level of integration, and test the credibility
and feasibility of this system with emprical data. Methods: Construct the conceptual framework of integrating medical
and preventive services in China’s primary health service system on the basis of exsiting conceptual frameworks of in-
tegrated health systems and the characteristics of China’s health system; build index system for measuring the integra-
tion level of medical and prevention services with Delphi expert consultation method ; testify data from medical service
providers, medical and health workers, patients with chronic diseases and average citizens in two counties of Guangxi
Province. Results: Integration of services in primary public health care and fundamental medical service in China can
be seenon individuals, service providers, and systems. And its realization requiressupport in financeand relavant in-
centive measures, organization cooperation, information system and training system for health workers. This is expec-
ted to promote the residents’ utilization of preventive services and the improvement of health behavior. Based on this
framework , a measurement index system with 28 indicators is developed, including 5 dimensions. Test results of the
index system in two counties in Guangxi show conformancewith the stage of integration oriented reform carrying out in
these two counties, and identifies necessity of “incentives” and “organization” in supportingintegration between med-

ical care and prevention. Conclusions; The reliability of the index system proposed in this study is good. With integra-
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tion oriented reform taking place nationally in China, it is a testimony and application, as well as a reminder of the

weak points in regions with different levels of health system development.

[ Key words] Primary health care; Service system;Integration of medical care and prevention; Index; Empiri-

cal research
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