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[ Abstract] The national medicine negotiation mechanism is an important institutional arrangement to promote the
high-quality development of China’s medical security reform. Based on the policy diffusion theory, this paper discusses
the diffusion process of China’s policy on medicine priced through government negotiation from 2009 to 2021 from the
dimensions of time, space, subject, content and path. The results show that although diffusion of these policies are of
certain uniqueness, it goes in accord with the characteristic path of China’s medical reform. The diffusion curve pres-
ents an approximate S-shaped distribution in the sense of time; In spatial sense, the promotion of State Administration
can change the effect of hierarchical and proximity effect; In terms of subjects, there are obvious stages in the coopera-
tion between subjects; In terms of content, the policies pay more attention to innovation in the later stage, with the fo-
cus gradually shifting from service innovation to process innovation and auxiliary innovation, and even showing a tend-
ency of these three being equally important; In the path dimension, diverse paths may be taken within areas regulated
by the same policies. The case of special drug management and “two-channel” mechanism show, for examples, slightly
different diffusion modes, manifesting vertical influence and a top-down promotion mode after explorations of local gov-
ernments are accepted by the central government. The paper reports a comprehensive understanding of diffusion of inno-
vations in medicine negotiation policy and provides reference for promoting the process of public policy diffusion in the

field of public health in China and quality of policy implementation of guaranteeing policies.
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