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[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the resource allocation of licensed traditional Chinese medicine ( TCM )
( assistant ) physicians in 2012 and 2020, and to provide referencestorelevant government departments for
formulatingstrategies to optimize theresource allocation of TCM physicians. Methods; Multivariate methods including
natural discontinuity classification, spatial auto-correlation, range rate and Theil index were used to explore the
differencesin the resource allocation of TCM physicians among different provinces,as well as their spatial pattern and
dynamic changes over time. Results; From 2012 to 2020, the total number of TCM employeesin China showedan
increasing trend. In 2020, theresource allocation of TCM physicians was below the planning standardin seven
provinces , andobvious inter-provincial differences was found in the spatial distribution pattern, manifestinga general
decreasing trend from northwest to southeast. The imbalance of resource allocation among regions showed anexpanding
trend, and the degree of spatial aggregation of resources showed anintensifying trend. The high-value areas of

resource allocation were mainly concentrated in Tianjin and Hebei in North China, while the low-value areas were
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mainly distributed in Guangdong and Guangxi in South China. Conclusion; The overall spatial distribution gap of

resource allocation level of TCM physiciansin China shows an expanding trend, with severe imbalance among

provinces. It is suggested more attention be paidtothe northeast, northwest, southwest and central China, as well as

disadvantageousprovinces in the economically developed regions.

[ Abstract] Traditional Chinese medicine physicians;

temporal patterns; Spatial auto-correlation; Theil Index
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