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[ Abstract] Objective: To evaluate how the volume-based procurement policy influences prices and dosages of
drugs. Methods: The data indicating empirical evaluation results of centralizing drug procurement from databases of
CNKI, WanFang Data, VIP, EMbase, PubMed, and Web of Science were obtained and analyzed by using a
systematic review approach. Results; Among 58 studies included, the majority showed a significant decrease the
defined daily cost (DDC) of the selected drugs after the implementation of the volume-based procurement policy,
together with a decrease in DDC of non-selected same kinds of drugs. Meanwhile, the defined daily doses ( DDDs) of
generic drugs increased in a big scale in general, which indicated the domestic replacements of some originally-
developed drugs. However, there existed regional differences in terms of effects of the policy, and there were
misconnections between quantities and prices of certain drugs that need to be regulated. Conclusion; According to
previous empirical findings, the policy of central government purchasing drugs collectively realizes initial
expectations. Further suggestions include promoting equalization of low-priced high-quality drugs, strengthening

publicity of policies, and enforcing the supervision of drug quality and price.
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