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A study on the sustainability of price reductions in national volume-based drug procurement
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[ Abstract] Objectives: To analyze the continuous effect of the price reduction of the national drug procurement
policy and explore measures for the stable operation of centralized drug prices. Methods: The procurement data of the
first five batches of centralized drugs in medical institutions nationwide in the comprehensive service platform for
centralized drug procurement were used to describe the price changes of centralized procurement drugs by using the
Laspeyres price index and the Fisher price index. Results: The price reduction of selected drugs in centralized
procurement was huge, reaching 50% ~ 85% , and the price reduction of unselected drugs with the same generic
name experienced fluctuation, waving between 10% and 40% , with a long-lasting effect while the price of some
drugs increased after being selected. Conclusion: The national centralized procurement policy can not only
sustainably and significantly reduce the price of selected drugs, but also reduce the price of unselected drugs with the
same generic name. It is recommended to build a monitoring and early warning system for the operation of centralized

drug prices, so as to strengthen drug price monitoring and expand the scope of centralized drug procurement.
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