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Analysis of the policy diffusion of family doctor contract service in China
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[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the diffusion laws and characteristics of family doctor contract service policy
in China, and provide scientific basis for the formulation and promotion of family doctor contract service policy.
Methods: Search relevant policies of central and local family doctor contract services promulgated before December
31, 2021 on the official websites of the central and provincial governments, Health Commissions, and the “Peking
University Magic Treasure” database. By using the policy reference network analysis and policy keywords time series
analysis, the study analyzes the characteristics of the family doctor contract service policy diffusion from the four
aspects of intensity, breadth, speed and direction. Results: A total of 549 policies were included in this study,
including 38 central policies and 511 local policies, the number of which peaked at the stage of full implementation of
family doctor contract services. The top 10 policies in terms of diffusion intensity and breadth were all central policies,
mainly of opinion and notification type. Policy diffusion velocity increased before slowing down, and the direction of
policy diffusion was a combination of top-down diffusion and parallel diffusion. Conclusion: The diffusion of family
doctors contract service policies in China has changed in stages, and there are differences between the central and local
policies. The diffusion of policy is affected by the common influence of policy background, content and its own
attributes. It is recommended to give full play to the leading role of the central government, and local governments to

increase the enthusiasm for policy innovation, and promote the diffusion of family doctor contract service policies.
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