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[ Abstract] Objective: To explore the influence of labor participation as a group of retired elderly people on
their utilization of medical services, and to provide suggestions for the introduction of progressive delayed retirement
policy. Methods : Logit regression model and propensity score matching (PSM) are used to analyze CFPS data in
2020, and three-step regression method and KHB decomposition method are used to test the mediating effect between
variables. Results: Logit model shows that participation in labor has a negative effect on medical service utilization
(P<0.05). The PSM test shows that the average treatment effects of labor participation after retirement on the
utilization of outpatient services and inpatient services are —0.059 and —0.074 respectively, and the effects on the

utilization of medical services are more obvious for the male elderly and the elderly with low pension. The mediating
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effect of self-assessment of health on outpatient service utilization and inpatient service utilization accounts for 68.

25% and 39. 07% of the total effect respectively. Conclusion: Labor participation after retirement can alleviate

pressure of medical resources to a certain extent, and it is advised the elderly be encouraged to participate in labor

after retirement, and the retirement policy be adjusted flexibly according to different groups.

[ Key words] Retired elderly; Labor participation; Medical serviceutilization; Self-assessment of health
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