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Quantitative research of provincial occupational health policytexts in China: A three-

dimensional framework based on policy instruments, responsible subjects and policy types
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[ Abstract] Objective: This paper aims at analyzing the characteristics and current situation of occupational
health policies of provincial administrative units in China to optimize the policy system. Methods: The content
analysis method is used to construct a three-dimensional framework of “policy instruments-responsible subjects-policy
types” , and the occupational health policies issued from 2012 to 2022 at a provincial level are classified and cross-
compared in multiple dimensions. Results: Among 133 policies, supply-based, demand-based and environmental
policy instruments account for 37.84% , 11.05% and 51. 11% respectively, which are significantly imbalanced in
terms of policy instruments. In regard of responsible subjects, government, employers, supporting institutions and
laborers account for 62.88% , 16.43% , 17.94% and 2.75% of the total respectively. The internal driving force of
multi-party responsible entities is insufficient except the government. Plans and actions, regulations and norms,
interpretation and guidance policy types account for 65.79% , 19.02% and 15. 19% respectively regarding policy
types, indicating a singleness in applying policies. After three-dimensional cross-comparison, it is found that policies
focus more on disposal afterwards while relatively weak to prevent hazards. Conclusion: It is suggested to optimize the
structure of policy instruments. Also, improve the enthusiasm of multiple subjects and change the single governance
model of the government. Moreover, realize scientific and precise policy implementation according to policy objectives

and the requirements of the times. Optimize policy focus and enhance the ability to prevent occupational hazards.
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