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A study on the preference of rural doctors in learning and using Appropriate Technologies of
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[ Abstract] Objective: This research analyzes the preferences of rural doctors in learning and using appropriate
technologies of Chinese medicine, and discusses suggestions to promote their enthusiasm for learning and using
appropriate technologies of Chinese medicine, so as to provide reference for promoting the diffusion of Appropriate
Technologies of Traditional Chinese Medicine ( ATTCM ) in rural areas. Method: A convenient sampling method is
used to investigate 310 rural doctors in 236 village clinics in 17 provinces in China and a conditional Logit model is
established for data analysis, and the willingness to pay and relative importance arecalculated. Result: From large to
small, attributes that significantly influence rural doctors’ preference for learning ATTCM are learning expenses (3 =
-0.116), expected technology efficacy (8 =0.493), learning difficulty, mode of learning, and time required to
learn. From large to small, attributes that significantly influenced rural doctors’ preference for using ATTCM are
income change (8 =0.062), technical efficacy (8 =0.737), insurance (8 =0.575), changes in out-of-pocket
patient expenses (8 =0.420), operation time and workload change. However, there are still many challenges when
rural doctors learn and use ATTCM in reality, especially the fact that self-funded learning is common (47.06% ),
and multiple technologies of ATTCMs are not covered by medical insurance (52.94% ). Conclusion: ATTCMs that
are preferred by rural doctors are those taught for free, with the expectation of income increase, better technical
efficacy, and both simple to handle and an expection of reducing patient financial burden. It issuggested that
financial burden of rural doctors’ learning ATTCM be alleviated , and certain economic incentives be provided for
rural doctors who use ATTCM. Meanwhile, promote ATTCM that are easy to practice and function effectively when

methods are taken to accelerate the entry of suitable ATTCM into medical insurance.
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