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[ Abstract] Objective: The study is to provide suggestions for improving China’s fertility policy system on the
basis of a text quantitative analysis of China’s fertility policy texts since the implementation of the universal two-child
policy. Methods; Upon retrieving policy texts released by State or central-level fertility after 2016, a three-
dimensional analysis framework of policy tools, policy inclusiveness, and policy strength is constructed, within which
multidimensional and cross-comparative analyses of policy texts were conducted. Results: A total of 45 policy texts
are included, and the percentages of command and regulation tools, capacity construction tools, incentive tools, and
information exhortation tools are 50.90% , 39.16% , 9.34% , and 9.94% , respectively; the percentages of policy
texts falling into policy inclusiveness type regarding respect of concept of fertility, promotion of fertility equity, and
enhancement of social well-being are 12.14% , 20.39% , and 67.48% respectively; the average strength of fertility
policy scores 2. 67. Conclusion: The internal balance of policy tools of fertility policy is insufficient, and the
application of motivational and exhortation tools needs to be strengthened; policy inclusiveness is abundant but
unevenly used, and gender equality and fertility equity need to be further promoted ; the overall policy strength is
weak and coordination with policy subjects is insufficient, and multi-sectoral participation and collaboration should be

further deepened, and supporting measures for childbirth should be implemented from the perspectives of finance,
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education, and culture to create a fertility-friendly society.

[ Key words] Fertility policy; Text analysis; Policy tools; Policy inclusiveness; Policy strength
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