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Analysis on China’s fiscal expenditure for public health
ZHU Kun
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[ Abstract] This paper analyzed the fiscal expenditure on public health since the new healthcare reform in China
and found that many issues existed in China’s public health system as below: firstly, there is no coordination between
vertical and horizontal investment in public health, which is not conducive to enhancing the position of professional
public health institutions in China’s public health system; Secondly, the division of powers and expenditure
responsibilities in the field of public health is not conducive to achieving the goal of “prevention priority” ; Thirdly,
the position of professional public health institutions in the health delivery system is increasingly weakening, which is
not in line with the requirement of “ prevention priority”; Fourthly, insufficient personnel motivation is quite
common, further weakening professional public health institutions. In response to the above issues, four
recommendations are proposed. Firstly, increase the priority level of public health budget and strengthen the hard
constraints of fiscal expenditure on public health; secondly, optimize the structure of public health expenditure and
strengthen the synergy between vertical and horizontal investment in public health; thirdly, improve the central and
local powers and expenditure responsibilities in the field of public health, and enhance the expenditure responsibility
of the central government’s horizontal investment; fourthly, further improve the personnel incentive mechanism and

steadily strengthen professional public health institutions.
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2021 3593.25 17. 34 4.68
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