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The main logics of China’s health financing transition: An exploratory analytical framework
WANG Qing-bo, FU Hong-qiao
Department of Health Policy and Management, School of Public Health, Peking University, Beijing 100191, China

[ Abstract] The health financing transition, which is centered on the expansion of health financing scale and the
strengthening of public financing responsibility, is regarded as the necessary condition for achieving universal health
coverage. Compared with the global trend, China’s health financing transition presents obvious characteristics. By
integrating multidisciplinary theories, this paper puts forward a multi-level and comprehensive analysis framework
including the system structure and function based on vertical “embeddedness” and horizontal “complementarity” , the
two-way trade-off mechanism guided by “ maintaining and promoting health value and its derived value” and
“preventing and resolving health risks and their associated risks”, the budget decision-making mechanism centering
on the principles of health ethics and the actual governance mode of the government, and the long-term development
path with the triple attributes of modern medicine. Accordingly, this paper explores the overall logic and deep reasons

for China’s health financing transition.
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