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[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze policy differences in general outpatient fund pooling of employee basic
medical insurance in Yangtze River Delta Region and raise suggestions from the perspective of coordinated
development. Methods; The study analyzed policy documents on general outpatients financing, outpatient chronic and
special diseases, and inclusion of retail pharmacies into risk pooling at provincial level and in some economically
developed cities before August, 2024. Typical cases were selected for detailed introduction. Results: General
outpatient coverage of employee medical insurance in Yangtze River Delta Region is high, with individual account
payment scenarios expanding to commercial health insurance, Long Term Care Insurance and family physician
contracted service fees. Number of outpatient chronic and special diseases ranges from 3 to 83. Retail pharmacy
policies differ less in access conditions and treatment and e-prescription is advancing rapidly. Suzhou is actively
exploring total budget management of retail pharmacies. Conclusions; Outpatient fund pooling policies should be
eradually promoted under the principle of “differentiated coordination”. It is necessary to transform outpatient chronic
and special diseases from “disease coverage” to “cost coverage” ; strengthen the management of retail pharmacies
under the outpatient fund pooling scheme, and improve the coordinated regulatory mechanism for direct settlement of

outpatient and medication expenses incurred in other places in the Yangize River Delta.
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