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[Abstract] Health cooperation within the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation has evolved within an institutional
framework characterized by non-binding commitments, project-based implementation, and consensus-based decision-
making. In the context of China’s chairmanship of APEC in 2026, this study systematically examines the
institutional evolution and strategic priorities of the Health Working Group, with attention to the transition from the
Health Task Force to the HWG, the historical development of its mandate and strategic framework , and the ways in
which member economies participate in regional health governance through chairmanship, agenda-setting, and
project-based cooperation. Drawing on an original dataset of 142 APEC health projects, the study finds that APEC
health cooperation is fundamentally project-driven, with cooperation areas expanding from communicable disease
control to health systems strengthening, non-communicable diseases, and digital health. The collaboration network
demonstrates a project-based, multi-actor coordination pattern. The institutional strength of APEC health cooperation

lies in embedding health issues within an economic cooperation framework, facilitating the diffusion of policy
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experience and the formation of consensus through policy dialogue and capacity building. At the same time, its

inclusiveness and flexibility help accommodate disparities among member economies and support a multi-layered

model of regional health governance. Looking ahead, the Health Working Group may further advance cooperation in

areas such as global health governance, access to health products, and cross-mechanism coordination, in order to

address increasingly complex regional health challenges.

[Key words] Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation; Health working group; Regional health cooperation; Global

health governance
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